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fromthe president

My Fellow Tasar Sailors-

What a year it has been! What a delight to serve as
President of the most fun dinghy class in the Pacific
Northwest. (apologies to those fleets in San Diego,
Chesapeake, Ottawa). 1d like to thank all of you for
your Participation, Communication and Fun! You may
recall that was my motto for last year. You have really
come through supporting your class in terms of regatta
attendance, volunteering and having a great time with
Tasar sailors.

Let’s face it, the boat is super fun to sail and the
fleet boasts a wide variety of personalities, vocations
and abilities. This combination makes for fun racing
and sailing on the water, with great times and
memories from shore-side events. All of this was
punctuated by an excellent racing season, highlighted
by the World Championship that was held on
Vancouver Island. A fond memory from that event
was enjoying a beer on the deck of the newly con-
structed Canadian Forces Officer's Mess during the
awards celebration. Looking over our racecourse on a
warm sunny evening with all of the competitors
dressed up and discussing the week’s events, | couldn’t
help being proud of my NATA membership.

My hopes for 2004 are even greater attendance at
our regattas. The World Championship took on a level
of importance for many teams, but this year, | would
suggest picking out six regattas that you can plan your
summer around. NAS in the Gorge! Flights of Spring to
get things started! Can we get a good fleet to Glacier
Bowl? Two new regattas in the States: US Nationals at
CYC Seattle’s newly formed “Solstice Championships
Regatta” and the “President’s Bush Regatta” at Lake
Wenatchee in late August.

The NATA President position is quite powerful.
I made the schedule, I'm buying ads in Sailing
World, I'm sponsoring College Nationals, so |

decided, what the heck, I’ll host my own regatta.
Lake Wenatchee is off Highway 2, over Stevens
Pass, close to Leavenworth, Washington. It is a
beautiful state park in the middle of the mountains.
The lake is quite large and has consistent breezes.
There are over 150 campsites, a boat launch, a
small dock, group shelters and showers. You should
be able to sleep near your boat and we will have
great racing in the day and one heck of a BBQ at
night. I came into the class a little late to enjoy the
“Bush” regattas. | think they were a little more
informal and last minute, but the idea was sailing,
camping and visiting someplace new. Therefore, my
motto this year is: Attend Six Regattas, especially
the President’s Bush Regatta!

I’'m trying my best as your President and with
that in mind, 1 encourage you to call me or e-mail
me with your suggestions, needs and thoughts to
make our class better. Also, two terms as President
are enough! Throw the bum out! Now accepting
nominations for the 2005 Presidency! See you on
the water!

-Allan Johnson
Tasar 2687 “Pteranodon”
206-799-6311/allanfj@hotmail.com
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NORTH AMERICAN TASAR ASSOCIATION

Todd Blumel Wins NATA

Inspirational Award

At the NATA AGM on September 6, the Richard Spencer
Inspirational Award was dedicated to Todd Blumel.

In making the award, NATA President Allan Johnson said:

"Todd exemplifies the spirit of the class and before he even
knew it, was king of class promotion by owning four Tasars
himself. He has gone on to serve as NATA Measurer for 6 years
and has also held the position of World Measurer for 3 years. Todd
championed the idea for a window in the mainsail, which he
designed, trialed and paid for all of the development. The window
was widely accepted and is now standard on most Tasars.

"These achievements alone are worthy of this award, but
then Todd suggested that maybe Victoria could host the World
Championship. (if you read the minutes from the 2000 AGM,
there is no mention for Victoria.) The Vancouver Island Fleet
went on to host the North American’s, Pre-World’s, & World
Championship Regattas, with much of the responsibilities and
coordination resting on Todd’s shoulders. All of these things have
made for a stronger and better North American Tasar Associa-
tion. Many thanks to Todd Blumel for his exemplary service to
the class."

Todd &Leslie Blumel Cim McDonald/George Blumel Photo

NATA to try a 50% Crew
Weight Rule

For a number of years, NATA has voted not to enforce the
crew weight rule. Crews that weight less than 130 kg have not
had to carry crew weight ballast in events in North America,
other than World Championships.

At this year's NATA AGM, Thilo Giese proposed
requiring crews that weigh less than 130 kg to carry half the weight
difference as water ballast, up to a maximum of 6 kg, but with the
option of dumping the extra weight if the wind strength required full
hiking by skipper and crew. Thilo was confident we could leave the
decision on when to dump the ballast to each crew.

This proposal didn't pass, but the same "50%" proposal,
without the option of dumping the ballast, did. At least until the
next AGM, crews sailing in NATA events and weigh less than 130 kg
will carry 50% of the difference as ballast. Any hull weight in excess
of 68 kg can be counted toward this weight.

NATA will reconsider this rule at their next AGM.
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Windy mark rounding at the Worlds Cim McDonald/George Blumel Photo

New Rule Proposals

Proposal 1(a). Support for top mast

New rule F.3.2.; "The top mast shall be supported on an insert
located and supported by the upper diamond bolt and having the
same cross section as the top mast sleeve."

Proposal 1(b) Hounds to deck measurement:

New rule, following F.1.4.; "The measurement from the bearing
point at the hounds to the deck immediately in front of the mast
step shall not be less than 3720 mm."

NOTE: We need a separate vote on 1(a) and 1(b). We can adopt 1(a)
if 1(b) is defeated, but we cannot adopt 1(b) if 1(a) is defeated.
Reason: A jury in Melbourne in 1998 ruled that the hounds to deck
measurement could not be applied if the top mast could bed into the
bottom mast while sailing. We need to pass 1(a) to make sure this can't
happen.

Proposal 2. Adjusting forestay and shrouds while sailing
New C.8: "Safety"

New C.8.1: "The overall length of the forestay and shrouds may
only be changed while the boat is either on shore or at a dock."

Proposal 3. Shroud pull back.

Revise C.2.2. (k): "A simple line and block purchase system with a
mechanical advantage of two may be attached to each shroud slide
to assist movement of the slide. A turning block which does not
increase the mechanical advantage may be added immediately aft of
the track. With the slide fully forward and the line fully extended
aft, the distance from the aft end of the track to the bearing point
of the pull back handle shall not exceed 150 mm."

Proposal 4. Length of mainsheet strop

Revise C.2.3 (d): "The mainsheet shall be rigged with either 4 or 5
parts active. The mainsheet strop length shall be not less than 240
mm, measured bearing point to bearing point of the strop, and
may be substituted with line. The strop shall not be adjustable in
length. The strop may be fitted above or below the mainsheet block
system."

We will vote on these changes at the AGM in Summer of 2004.



treasurer’s report

WINTER 2004

North American Tasar Association
Balance Sheet
March 31 2003

2003 2002
ASSETS
Cash $ 2546 $ 1069
Royal Bank GIC 9000 9000
Prepaid Exp-Worlds 4000 4000
$ 15546 $ 14069
LIABILITY & EQUITY
Accounts Payable $ $
Members’ Equity 15546 14069
$ 15546 $ 14069
race results

North American Tasar Association
Income Statement
for year ending March 31 2003

2003 2002

REVENUE
Membership $ 1911 $ 1150
Interest Earned 94 197

$ 2005 $ 1347
EXPENSES
Newsletter $ 295 $ 202
Insurance 482
2003 Worlds 508
Bank Charges 4 4
Awards & Trophies 237
National Dues 229 247

$ 528 $ 1680
Surplus (Deficit) $ 1477 $ _-333
Equity April 1 14069 14402
Equity March 31 $ 15546 $ 14069

Spring Frostbite Regatta

April 5th and 6th, 2003 Corinthian Yacht Club of Seattle  Shilshole Bay

Place Skipper & Crew Sail # Race 1 Race 2 Race 3 Race 4 Race 5 Race 6 Race 7 Race 8 Race 9 Race 10 Total
1 Carol & Carl Buchan 2398 1 5 3 2 1 2 2 2 1 1 12
2 Thilo Giese & Sandra Towers 2683 6 3 1 1 2 11 1 4 7 4 22
3 Fritz & Tina Lanzinger 2690 5 1 2 3 3 8 3 3 5 5 25
4 Kent Powley/Cathy Sherwood 2392 2 8 dns 7 6 3 11 1 2 2 31
5 Jonathan & Libby Mckee 2597 4 2 4 ocs 7 5 5 6 3 3 32
6 Scott & Penny Davis 2684 7 4 5 4 5 1 7 5 6 6 36
7 Allan & Sharon Johnson 2687 3 6 6 5 8 7 4 9 8 10 47
8 Bruce & Indra Gage 2397 9 10 8 6 4 4 8 8 4 7 49
9 Marlan Crosier/Katrina Gilman 2399 8 7 7 dns dns 6 10 7 9 12 66
10 James E Lyle 635 10 9 10 8 9 12 12 10 11 11 78
11 Jeff Oaklief /Wendy Robards 818 11 dnf dns dns dns 10 9 11 10 8 83
12 Susan J Roth/Nancy Strayer 2677 12 11 9 9 10 13 13 13 12 9 85
13 Michael & John Schalka 2265 dns dns dns dns dns 9 6 12 dnf dns 93
14 Shelley Macy/Gary Brandt 2379 13 dnf dns dns dns dnf 14 14 dnf 13 104

Totals reflect two discarded races

On one hand, the Spring Frostbite event at CYC in Seattle was
agood warm-up for the upcoming season of Tasar sailing. On the
other hand, there was nothing warm about it at all, especially
Saturday as February came back for an encore performance with
temperatures cold enough to...... well, you know. We were however
blessed with great breeze on both days with 15-20 knots on
Saturday and 8-12 on Sunday.

The regatta started right off with some close racing, 3 different
teams won the first 3 races, and some of the mark roundings were
even a little too close! As the regatta played out we tried to focus on
some of the following things about our performance that we
thought would give us the best chance of doing well.

Since we were a little rusty and because there seemed to be plenty
of opportunities to gain or lose later in the race, we went for pretty
conservative starts, trying to be away from crowds and on the line with
good speed. Another thing about our starts was that we did not wind

up being too committed to one side or the other, so we could watch
things develop before making decisions about what to do.

We found that we had good speed at times, but we also had
times when we would drop off the pace both upwind and down-
wind, this is pretty typical when we haven't sailed the boat a lot
recently. We also did not have our fast forward gear working too
well, this is normal behavior for us as we are natural pinchers, but
that can be hard when you have Fritz and Tina to weather. We
found that a little vang tension helped with this, combined with
keeping the slot open either by not trimming the jib too hard or
moving the leads out. We had kind of gotten away from using the
vang and just pulling really hard on the mainsheet, but you have to
keep an open mind, sometimes the most subtle changes in
conditions (the water was pretty smooth) or a competitor with
different strengths can require a change. As the year goes by we will
make a conscious effort at times to be footers even if it doesn't
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race results

work at first so that we can get used to shifting into this gear
quickly when it is required in a race situation.

Early season races are a good chance to identify weakness and
try to either try to turn them into strengths or as a last resort figuring
out how to avoid having them exposed, which is something | have to
do when | race Lasers against guys half my age.

It was good to see some familiar faces again on the race course,
as well as some new ones. It looks like there will be some good
racing ahead in the Tasar fleet this year. -Carl Buchan

+ -
Warmed-up and waiting for trophies

Flights of Spring Regatta

April 26th and 27th, 2003 Jericho Sailing Centre, Vancouver, BC

Place Skipper/Crew Boat # Race 1 Race 2 Race 3 Race 4 Race 5 Race 6 Race 7 Race 8 Race9  Total
1 Thilo Giese/Sandra Towers 2683 5 2 1 1 11 4 1 1 1 16
2 Kent Powley/Cathy Sherwood 2392 1 1 7 2 6 1 4 4 2 21
3 Scott & Penny Davis 2684 2 7 6 3 3 2 2 2 5 25
4 Lisa & Jay Renehan 2698 6 3 4 7 1 3 3 dnc dnc 42
5 Allan & Sharon Johnson 2687 4 10 2 11 5 7 11 3 3 45
6 Tim Murphy/Alison Coleman 1465 3 11 8 5 4 5 7 6 10 48
7 Ronald Konitzer 2699 10 6 5 8 2 6 10 11 6 53
8 Guy & Marie Wall 2750 9 4 10 13 8 10 5 5 8 59
9 Marlan Crosier/Katrina Gilman 2399 11 5 dns 6 10 12 8 8 4 64
10 Todd & Leslie Blummel 2386 8 8 9 10 7 8 9 ocs 7 66
11 Andy Mills 301 14 12 11 9 9 9 6 10 9 75
12 Brian Key 2685 7 13 13 4 12 13 13 7 12 81
13 Thomas Winkler 2250 13 14 3 dns dns 11 12 9 11 88
14 Susan Roth/Nancy Strayer 2677 12 9 12 12 12 14 14 ocs 13 99

Afternoon race at the World Championship Cim McDonald/George Blumel Photo



race results

S.0.C.K.S

May 18th and 19th, 2003 Seattle Yacht Club, Shilshole Bay

Place Skipper/Crew Boat # Race 1 Race 2 Race 3
1 Lisa & Jay Renehan 2698 1 1 3

2 Scott & Penny Davis 2684 2 3 1

3 Thilo Giese/Ashley Baker 2683 5 5 2

4 Brendan Fahey/Alex Jones 2599 8 2 4

5 Fritz & Tina Lanzinger 2690 7 4 8

6 Andy & Jaimé Mack 492 4 9 5

7 Frank Flannery/Gretchen Kaiser 2397 9 17 12

8 Bruce & Indra Gage 2397 12 8 9

9 Michael & John Schalka 2265 16 16 10
10 Michael Karas/Jill Dunstan 2272 18 13 7

11 Carol & Carl Buchan 566 BNE DNC DNC
12 Jason Salvo /Katie Pacotti 1 11 15 13
13 Kent Powley/Cathy Sherwood 2392 3 6 6

14 Mike & Rosemary Cannon 582 20 10 11
15 Herb Cole & Alison Parker 2689 15 7 15
16 Allan & Sharon Johnson 2687 10 19 17
17 Marlan Crosier/Katrina Gilman 2399 6 14 20
18 Andy Schmidt/Justin Cross 2678 14 11 14
19 Garey Harr/Kathryn Meyer 8279 19 12 19
20 Jeff Oaklief/Wendy Robards 818 13 20 16
21 Charles Griffes/Jeff 2682 21 18 23
22 Jeff Castleberry/Stacy Wenger 1621 23 22 18
23 Tony Norris/Shelly Fluter 541 17 23 22
24 Erik Marks/Erica 80 22 21 21
25 Jeff Browning 823 BNE DNC DNC

It was great to see such a large turnout (25 boats) and so many
new faces in the Seattle fleet. This may have been the biggest fleet
at a North American regatta since the 1996 Gorge Worlds!

There were 5 races on Saturday, 3 in a dying southerly and 2
in a strong northerly that quickly faded to nothing near the finish
of the last race of the day. The tide was ebbing for the majority of
the day thus favoring the left in the southerly breeze but it was
tricky picking a side because odd puffs were rolling in from the
right. For us, it seemed to work by starting towards the right hand
end of the line and working towards the left near the top of the
beat. When the dark thundercloud dragged the wind to the north,
it increased in strength quite quickly. It was also quite shifty, thus
allowing numerous passing lanes, both upwind and downwind.
Andy and Jamie showed good pace to win the first breezy race in
the northerly. Kent and Cathy schooled us in how to port tack the
fleet in the last race of the day only to arrive at the weather mark
and keep sailing......... and then returning to the weather mark a
second time to clear all the weeds out of the way for the rest of
us...... thanks!

What happened in the first race on Sunday was a thing of
beauty!!!! Michael Schalka must have had a good nights sleep and
eaten his Wheatties because he came out with guns blazing in the
first race. He and dad started near the boat end of the line and
never looked back, leading from wire to wire. We couldn't tell who
was happiest when they crossed the finish line in first, Michael,
John or the rest of the fleet. Good work!

The other 2 races on Sunday were also sailed in a light
southerly that died to zero near the end of the last race. Again, it
generally paid to start near the committee boat end of the start line
and lane to the left. Quite often there were small right hand puffs

Race 4 Race 5 Race 6 Race 7 Race 8 Total
2 4 3 1 8 15
6 1 2 2 5 16
4 2 5 3 10 26
15 9 7 5 1 36
3 1?2 4 8 9 43
1 8 4 9 14 50
11 17 8 6 2 65
14 7 12 12 16 74
9 10 1 13 20 75
2% 11 13 10 4 76
5 3 6 4 11 81
16 5 18 19 3 81
8 6 BNE DNC DNC 81
19 13 9 15 13 90
12 20 16 2% 6 91
7 BNF 11 16 12 92
22 14 10 7 23 93
13 16 17 20 19 104
17 BNS 22 11 7 107
10 19 20 14 17 109
23 15 21 18 15 131
24 18 15 17 21 134
20 21 23 23 18 144
18 BNS 19 22 22 145
DNC DNC DNC DNC DNC 182

and it seemed to pay to use those puffs to get your bow across the
boats on the left and come into the weather mark on the left
layline.

For a light air event, the race committee did a great job to get
in 8 quality races. Jay and Lisa sailed a great series and were
consistently near the front with some impressive come from behind
wins.

We had a great time and look forward to seeing everyone at
Jericho on May 31- June 1.  -Scott and Penny

Minus-low tides made for challenging launching

Carol Buchan Photo



race

results

Jericho Classic Regatta

May 30th -June 1st, 2003

Place Sail #
1 2683
2 2690
3 2684
4 566

5 2597
6 2687
7 1465
8 2397
9 2603
10 2750
11 2280
12 2399
13 818

14 2381
15 2685
16 2699
17 2284
18 502

19 2379
20 2386

7 races, 1 discard

2003 Worlds Championship

June 20th through 27th, 2003

Overall Champions
Junior Helm

First Lady

Master

Grand Master

Super Grand Master

Jericho Sailing Centre, Vancouver, BC

Skipper Crew Race 1 Race 2 Race 3 Race 4 Race 5 Race 6 Race 7 Total
Thilo Giese Sandra Towers 4 2 3 3 1 2 1 12
Fritz Lanzinger Tina Lanzinger 3 4 1 4 4 7 3 19
Scott Davis Penny Davis 1 dns 5 5 2 3 4 20
Carol Buchan Carl Buchan 5 3 4 6 6 1 2 21
Jonathan McKee Libby McKee 2 6 2 2 5 4 8 21
Alan Johnson Sharon Johnson 6 1 7 1 10 9 14 34
Tim Murphy Alison Coleman 10 11 6 7 3 6 6 38
Bruce Gauge Alex Gauge 7 5 8 14 13 10 5 48
Andrew Costa Rob Dale 13 9 10 10 7 4 9 49
Guy Wall Marie Lim 8 8 12 13 8 14 12 61
Richard Spencer Peter Graham 11 12 13 8 9 11 10 61
Marian Crosier Katrina Gilman 14 10 9 9 15 8 13 63
Jeff Oaklief Wendy Robards 9 7 11 12 11 15 15 65
Rod Tigler-Wybrandi Steve Jung 12 15 14 16 12 13 11 77
Brian Key Cacyre/Hafel 15 13 16 11 14 12 15 80
Ronald Konitzer Laura Konitzer dns dns dns dns 16 5 7 85
Patrick Cauley Nancy Grenier dns 14 15 15 17 16 18 95
Ryan Alldernan Nadine Parker 18 16 18 18 dns 17 17 104
Shelly Macy Gary Brandt 17 17 17 17 18 18 19 104
Todd Blumel Leslie Blumel dnf dns dns dns dns dns dns 114

Andrew Costa, BC Canada

Libby Johnson McKee, WA USA
Johnathan McKee & Libby Johnson McKee, WA USA

Canadian Forces Sailing Association, Esquimalt, BC
Johnathan McKee & Libby Johnson McKee, WA USA

Graham Hanna & Liz Kemmis, NSW Australia
Richard Spencer & Peter Graham, BC Canada

Bill MacDonald

PRO Terry Stamper

Cim McDonald/George Blumel Photos
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The smiles of sweed success... Jonathan & Libby McKee Liz O'Brien, the human

mark Jeff & Jim Lyle, an unconventional approach

Chris Parkinson & Jaqui Isaacs test the water

Allan Johnson provides some entertainment at the launching ramp

The Renehans after one of their three first place finishes

Martin Linsley & Nick Grey (AUS)
Cim McDonald/George Blumel Photos

RESULTS
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2597
2398
2698
2666
2683
2742
2710
2393
566

801

2684
2599
2687
2714
582

2690
434

2482
2760
2392
1465
2397
2280

2658

2656
1770
2678
2399
2579
2386
2727
2629
1167
2608
2706
2750
533

818

2682
541

2718
2381
301

2665
1619
2617
1621
2578
1635
2747
2685
2650
2267
2681
2472
2284
941

1420
2220
2379

Jonathan McKee
Carol Buchan
Lisa Renehan
Craig Mcphee
Thilo Giese

Paul Ridgway
Robert Douglas:
Andy Mack
Lindsay Buchan
Chris Lanzinger
Scott Davis
Brendan Fahey
Allan Johnson
Peter Wilson
Mike Cannon
Fritz Lanzinger
Steve Birbeck
Martin Linsley
Wayne Hale
Kent Powley

Tim Murphy
Bruce Gage
Richard Spencer
George Motoyos|
David Bretherton
Jason Salvo
Alexandra Almon
Andrew Costa
Andy Schmidt
Marlan Crosier
Alistair Murray
Todd Blumel
Graham Hanna
Rien Zilvold
John Lawton
Rob Gilpin
Constantijn Udo
Guy Wall

Jeff. Arndt

Jeff Oaklief
Charlie Griffes
Tony Norris
Raymond Hale
Rodd Tigler-Wyb
Andy Mills

Chris Parkinson
Rick Stroppel
Warren Stahel
Jeffrey Castleber
Derek Hadwen
Jeff Lyle

John Eriksson
Brian Key/Louise
Ken Pearson
Ben Brehmer
Brian Carter
Mark Barnes
Patrick Cauley
Bryan Hill

Nash Nash
Stephen Evans
Shelley Macy
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Libby Johnson-McKee
Carl Buchan

Jay Renehan
Kevin Kellow
Sandra Towers
Megan Ridgway
Nicole Douglass
Jaime Mack
Dalton Bergan
Molly Lanzinger
Penny Davis
Alex Jones
Sharon Johnson
Gillian Wilson
Rosemary Cannon
Tina Lanzinger
Tom Birbeck
Nick Grey

Daniel Turner
Cathy Sherwood
Allison-Lynn Coleman
Indra Finch

Peter Graham
Mahoro Sekiguchi
Doris Bretherton
Katie Pacioti
Russell Ford
Rob Dale

Justin Cross
Katrina Gilman
Clare Murray
Leslie Blumel
Elizabeth Kemmis
Julie Nuttall

Phil Walker

Kate Douglass
Sumiko Ishimaru
Marie Lim

Cinda Helm
Wendy Robards
Rai Rai

Shelley Fluter
Sarah Adams
Michael Whatley
Steve Jung

Beryl Parkinson
Kelly Mah
Jacqui Isaacs
Stacey Wenger
Nicole Kidman
Jim Lyle

Jason King

[Elizabeth Cecyre-Hafeli

Marise Hannaford
Ashley Stobbart
Diana Carter
Bruce Eddes
Nancy Grenier
Moira Hill

Lament Lament
Graham Evans
Gary Brandt

USA
USA
USA
AUS
CAN
AUS
AUS
USA
USA
USA
CAN
USA
USA
AUS
CAN
USA
GBR
AUS
AUS
USA
CAN
USA
CAN
JPN

AUS
USA
AUS
CAN
USA
USA
AUS
CAN
AUS
NED
GBR
AUS
JPN

CAN
CAN
USA
USA
USA
AUS
CAN
CAN
AUS
CAN
AUS
USA
AUS
USA
AUS
CAN
AUS
CAN
USA
AUS
CAN
AUS
CAN
AUS
USA

DNC
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43
17
35
37
13
38
23
41
34
27
33
30
31
39
36
32
55
28
45
29
49
26
57
21
42
44
50
59
54
24
48
40
DNF
47
46
DNF
56
51
52
58
53
DNC

DNC
0CS
16
25
18
34
19
30
20

29
27
22
39
44
DNC
RDG(26)
12
23
DNF
17
45
4
35
33
43
21
42
31
32
36
38
DNF
51
46
40
48
47
37
26
50
49
DNF
DNC
DNF
DNC
DNC

DNF
44
51
49
61
56
60
58
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14

16
19

12
15
23
32
35
13
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28
20
24
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10
31
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17
25
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DSQ
33

31

26
34
16
28

32
21
30
42
36
22
38
40
29
27
35
43
48
37
46
54
24
44
39
45
51
48
50
55
4
52
DNC
53
58
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12
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32
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28
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34
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52
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0CS

17
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12
10
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13

20

36
44

24
14
32
27
25
15
0CS
DNS
11
28
34
29
38
26
35
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40
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23
42
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57
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52
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50
55
58

NN B o

13

15
14
25
11

20
26

18
21
23
30
12
39
22
40
28
17
24
27
36
19
33
32
38
31
37
43
16
29
47
49
42
44
51
41
46
53
54
48
35
34
50
60
56
45
57
52
59
55
61
58
62

15

42
16
29
10

34
26

11
24
28
19
17

12
22
31
35
40
32
14
37
18
pal
39
55
38
33
30
13
36
25
53
20
54
23
44
DNC
57
DNS
51
47
DNC
41
50
27
56
52
43
46
48
49
45
58
DNS

= oS

0CS

11

12
17
10
34
21
20
14

13
15
16
26
22
18
27
39
19
40
24
46
23
29
25
33
37
32
38
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An Interview with Jonathan &
Libby Mckee

This was taken from an interview with
Chris Thompson AUS 787 Gone Feral
for an Australian sailing magazine.
Dear Libby and Jonathan,

How often do you and Jonathan
normally sail Tasars? Is it your regular
boat when there's no America's Cup,
Mini Transat or 49er racing going on, or just a boat you hop into
for the major regattas?

We have sailed Tasars for 15-17 years. Our first regatta together
was the North Americans in 1987 or 88 in Seattle. The boat is
great for two average sized people to sail and the competition
around here is pretty awesome. There is no place we would rather be
than sailing our Tasar on a Thursday night a Shilshole against some of
the worlds best. Plus they are great friends of ours! We spent many of
our early courting days at "bush" regattas - camping, racing and
BBQing with other Tasar sailors. These people are our closest friends.
What attracts you to the boat?

The boat is simple yet complex. It requires little boat work compared
to other dinghies yet is still a high performance boat. The rotating
mast, deep foils and hard chines make planning upwind possible and
off the wind a good ride. The boats are pretty bullet proof but they
are a challenge to sail fast all the time. The main thing that is
attractive about the boat is that we can sail together and be competi-
tive on a world level. But in the end, it is the great people in the class
and the fun times you have on the water and off.

Is it just that the Northwest fleet is strong, and if so why do so
many top sailors choose the Tasar rather than other classes?

Lots of good sailors choose the Tasar. | don't know all their
reasons, but it seems that the low maintenance, high return is
attractive and that you can sail with your spouse, have fun, work
together and be top in the world. As the bumper stickers says
"Happy people sail a Tasar"

Or do you sail the Tasar because of its design and performance
and if so, what in particular do you enjoy?

The design was very innovative and radical when it came out and still
is pretty different from other 15 foot dinghies. The average college
sailor has a lot to transition to with the rotating mast, full battens,
traveler. But basically the boat planes, if fun to sail in almost any wind,
is a good boat size wise for couples and the competition is tops.

Were there any developments in sailing technique at the last worlds?
We didn't sail the last three worlds so | don't think we can
comment directly. However, the depth of the fleet had grown and
in Seattle/Vancouver/Victoria fleet alone I thought there were four
or five teams that could have won. The international teams that
came were very strong as well. We learned a lot from other Seattle
teams during the lead up to the Worlds especially about sailing in
over 18-20 and downwind technique.

The results indicate quite a few boats going fast, but very few being
consistent; is there any one thing that made you so consistent?

We had a pretty conservative approach to starting. We started the
same way each time and moved within the inner 1/3 of the line.
This lead us to neither win the start or get tangled up but we did
get off the line in the front row. The first beat was long enough to
weed out a few people and our goal was to round in the top ten
and then go to work getting into the top five. The course was such

that neither side was really favored - yes sometimes a far right or
left boat would come out first at the top but those of us that played
the middle or middle left were close behind. I can think of only
one race where the left really paid and we looked like we were
going to round in 40th or so but a slight shift our side and some
tangles on the port tack layline got us out of jail on that one. We
also had a mode of sailing that was well suited to the conditions -
we point pretty high while going fast. This is fine in flat-ish water
and it gave us the ability to lift off others around the bottom mark
and go straight if we wanted to. When the breeze came on, we
were able to change to a more fast forward mode. So | guess
consistency had to do with getting good reliable starts, having a
solid first beat to round top ten and then using the right mode to
climb into the top five. That was our strategy.

Was there any turning point in the series or any one time that
you realized you'd win?

Well Day Two was pretty critical. In a bunch of light air, fluky
races we posted keeper scores while other sailed at least one or
more throw outs. So | think that was a turning point. If we had a
bad day further on in the regatta the tide could have turned for us,
but it didn't happen. For me (Libby) I sail best when 1 take it one
tack at a time. Meaning | have to focus on the here and now. |
rarely look at the points or concern myself with the overall because

I like to concentrate on doing each tiny thing well and then the
rest falls into place (especially when you sail with Jonathan!) With
one throw out it is never over until the end. We started the last race
we sailed right next to Thilo and Sandra who were OCS. |
wouldn't let myself celebrate until I check the results and saw that
we had our finish place. That's when it sunk in that we had won. I
never really let myself think about winning the whole thing until
then! With everyone working so hard before this event, and being
so fit, and so many past champs, | was hoping that we could come
top six or so. Some times things just go your way and you are able
to make the most of it. This event was like that for us.

Are there any factors (besides the obvious one of sheer skill) that
allowed you and the other Northwest boats to dominate the Worlds?
We are very fortunate to sail against the very best sailors no
matter what boat they are in. We like sailing the Tasar because
the sailing is so pure and the people are so fun. | think we all did
so well because we push each other hard at every regatta and on
Thursday night racing and because we all help each other. this is
key. Our fleet as a whole is very open to sharing and talking
about how to go fast. We have a buddy program with top of the
fleet and middle and bottom of the fleet folks so there is a formal
way to share information and get everyone going faster and
having more fun. We got a lot of help from Fritz and Tina
Lanzinger who got us back up to speed after a two year hiatus
while we lived in New Zealand. In the three months before the
Worlds they were always keen to go out with us and we shared a
lot of knowledge.

Did you train as a group or benefit from the fact that the top
three crews have probably spent more years in the boat than most
of the top ten have?

Time in the boat helps but | think sailing with the same person for
a long time is the real key. Teamwork and confidence and trust in
each other are the ingredients to going fast. Jonathan and | have
sailed a Tasar together for 17 years; Jay and Lisa have close to that
many years in. Carl and Carol have probably been sailing together
for 20-25 years. It is tough to beat that kind of rock solid team-
work and commitment.



